STEM Education Coalition

December 22, 2008

President-elect Barack Obama
Obama Transition Team

h
4516 Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear President-Elect Obama:

The Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education Coalition extends to
you our sincere congratulations upon your historic election to the presidency of the United States
of America. We applaud your commitment and dedication to improving STEM education as
demonstrated through your legislative record in this area in the Senate and the strong statements
in support of STEM education you made repeatedly during your campaign. We look forward to
working with your Administration on your agenda to make STEM education a national priority.

The STEM Ed Coalition is composed of advocates from diverse groups representing all sectors
of the technological workforce — from knowledge workers, to educators, to scientists, engineers,
and technicians. Our Coalition has aggressively worked for years to raise awareness in the
Congress, within the Federal government, and in other organizations about the critical role that
STEM education plays in enabling the United States to remain the economic and technological
leader of the 21 century global marketplace. Our Coalition believes that our nation must
improve the way our students learn science, mathematics, technology and engineering and that
the business, education, and STEM communities must work together to achieve this goal.

Our diverse members have been strong advocates, singly and cooperatively, for better STEM
education programs at all levels—pre k-16, graduate, continuing education, and informal—at the
National Science Foundation, the U.S. Department of Education, and other federal agencies with
STEM related programs. We have been active on recent legislative efforts, such as the America
COMPETES Act, consideration of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, and the Higher
Education Opportunity Act, and have been vocal supporters of increased funding for STEM
education related initiatives.

The STEM Education Coalition has also worked with stakeholders to address the under-
representation of minority groups in STEM fields, and to strengthen the teaching and learning of
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics by bringing high quality STEM students into
the teaching field and by improving the content knowledge and professional development of
current K-12 STEM teachers already in classrooms. We also strongly encourage the
collaboration and coordination of all federal STEM education efforts to ensure that taxpayer
dollars are well spent.



In these difficult economic times it is vitally crucial that we not lose sight of the importance of
STEM education to our nation’s future workforce, economy, and national security. All
stakeholders must work together, deliberately and strategically, to address the challenges and
opportunities in STEM education if we want to ensure that our students have critical 21* century
skills. We look forward to an ongoing dialogue with you and your administration, and we invite
you to learn more about the STEM Education Coalition by visiting www.stemedcoalition.org, or
by contacting James Brown, American Chemical Society, at 202-872-6229 or Jodi Peterson,
National Science Teachers Association, at 703-312-9214.

Sincerely,
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